SE16XXL — Adding Descriptive Texts m flow

Adding Descriptive Texts

Beginning with version 3.2D of SE16XXL a new functionality for enhancing the
result list is available: descriptive texts may be added to selected columns of the list,
making it more easily understandable for non-technically minded users.

A result list that up to now would have been displayed as follows:

Table MARC - Plant Data for Material
MATHE WERKS|PSTAT EKGRP [DISMM |[DISPO | PLIFZ| WEBAZ|DISLS |BESKZ |FHORI| |DZEIT|WZEIT|LADGR |MTVFFP |HERKL [HE

102-500 1000 VEDPALSCBG 100 FD 101 1 1 |EX E o0 0 1 (0003 0z
102-500 2300 YWEDPALSQBG |026 FD 001 1 1 |EX F oot ] 1 (o001 0z DE
102-500 3000 YWEDPALSGQBG |001 FD 101 10 0 |EX F oot 10 0 {ooot 0z
102-510 1000 VEDPLSQBG 100 MWD 101 10 1 |EX F 001 ] 0 (oo 01

102-510 3000 VEDPLSQBG a0 PD 101 10 0|Ex F 001 ] 0 (oo 01

102-600 1000 EDPLS2RG 100 D 101 10 1 |EX F 001 0 2 nz
102-600 2300 EDPLS2RG 026 FD 001 10 1 |EX F 001 0 2 nz DE
102-600 3000 EDPLS2BG an1 FPD 101 10 4 |EX F o0 0 1] 0z
102-700 1000 EDPLSQBG 100 FD 101 10 1 |EX F o0 0 1] 01
102-700 2300 EDFLSQBG 026 FD 001 10 1 |EX F oot ] 1] 01 DE
102-700 3000 EDFLSQBG oo FD 101 10 a5 |EX F oot ] 1] oz

may now be enhanced with additional descriptive texts as exemplified below:

Table MARC - Plant B\ta for Matgffal N\ / N _/ N\
A

MATNR/ WMATNR_THT ERKS|v-WERKS_THT \ PSTAT E/GRP W~EKGRP_THT DNMM f£isP0 |v-DISFO_TKT
10250 [Bearing case \ /1000 [Wierk Hamburg \ [vEDPALSGBG [f00 Corporate Purchsng [FD'\ /101 PP GEMERAL
102-900  |Bearing case \ /12300 |Barcelona VEDPALSQBG [026 Mr. Sanchez FD Y [o01 001
102{500 Bearing case \ [ 3000 |Mew York VEDPALSQEIGI 001 Dietl,B. PD I\ 101 PP GEMERAL
10244510 Ball bearing 1000 [Werk Hamburg EDPLSQBG 100 Corporate Purchsng |[ND 101 FP GEMERAL
104510  |Pall hearing 3000 |Mew York EDPLSQBG [ (001 Dietl,B. PD 101 PP GEMERAL
103-600 Support hase 1000 [Werk Hamburg DFLSQBG 100 Carparate Purchsng [ND 101 PP GEMERAL
104600 Support base 2300 |Barcelona DPLSGBG 026 Mr. Sanchez FD no1 no1
104600  [Supporthase 3000 |Mew York FDOPLSQBG | 001 Dietl,B. PD 101 PP GEMERAL
1024700 Sheet metal ST37 1000 [WWerk Hamburg EDPLSRBG 100 Corporate Purchsng |PD 101 PP GEMERAL
102-Y00  |Sheet metal ST37 /| \|z300 |Barceiona EDPLSQBG 026 Mr. Sanchez FD Y [oo1 001
102700 |Sheet metal ST37 / \[3000 [Mew vork /|EDPLSGBG 01 Dietl,B. FD /J\ [101 PP GEMERAL
103-10Q  [Casing 103 / NODD  |werk Hamburg / |VEDPALSQG |01 Dietl,B. Fo/ \101 PP GEMERAL
103-100\ [Casing 103 Q00 [New vork / |vEDPALGG O [DietlB. PP 01 MEIER
103-110 \[Slug for spiral casing-ﬁrome steel mbq Werk Harmburg / EDFLSQG 001\ Dietl,B. /50 DD\ DISPONENT 001 /

“““““““ NN

There is no need for the user to perform joins with the involved text tables - one
operation (under menu Extras = Add text columns) does it all. The user only has to
mark the columns to be enhanced and call the function (or just call the function
without marking any columns, in which case all enhanceable columns will be
proposed).

Before going through an example to show how the operation is to be carried out, it
may be interesting to discuss the various types of descriptive texts and their
association with database table fields.
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Technical Aspects
Not every database table field has an associated descriptive text. Most numeric fields,
dates, etc. do not have any. In regard to the implementation of the operation being
discussed there are four different types of descriptive texts:

1)  Texts associated with domain fixed values;

2)  Texts associated with text table assignments;

3)  Hard coded text table assignments;

4)  Explicitly defined Special Texts.

Each kind will now be briefly examined.

Texts associated with domain fixed values

In SAP parlance a "domain" is the description of a field with its type (e.g. CHAR),
length (e.g. 10 characters) and possibly other attributes. This description may also
include a series of "fixed values™" with associated texts. A typical example is domain
VBTYP (SD document category) which can take the following values:

Dorrain YETYF Active
Short Description S0 document categary

Aftibutes | Deflnition ~ Value range |

[ElEe]d] o]

Single vals
| | Fixedwval. |Shorttes [
s Inguiry [4]
|_ B Cuatation E‘
|_ c Order
|_ D ltermn proposal
|_ E Scheduling agreement
|: F Scheduling agreement with external service agent
| i~ bt

The fixed values of a domain are easily found and have the highest priority in the
determination of descriptive texts. If a result list field is associated with such a
domain, the involved texts are taken and no further processing is needed.
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Texts associated with text table assignments

This kind of text relationship is the most common in the SAP system. A large number
of database master tables are associated by means of "Foreign Keys" to a "Text
Table™ which contains language-dependent descriptive texts. The interested user will
find the appropriate definitions in the Data Dictionary.

Let's consider for example table TVKO, which is the master table for sales
organizations:

Transp. tahle TWKO Active
Shart Description Qrganizational Unit: Sales Organizations

Atributes | Delivery and Maintenance  Fields | Entryhelpicheck | CurrencyiQuantity Fields |

[ES] f JEE e [l il P (] srchhelp | [  Buikintpe |
|_ Field Key |Initi |Data element Data Ty _|Length |Decim_|Short Description
| [manoT v | v manpT CLNT 3 olclient
|_,M V| | [#] [EORG CHAR 4 B|3ales Organization
|_, _INGLUDE 51 TWKO STRU o O\Organizational Unit; Sales Qrganizations
|_,M WLERS W CUKY 5 Ofstatistics currency
|:,BLH{R5 WHBLK CHAR 4 O\Company code ofthe sales organization
I~ famnun T e an ala

By using the menu function Goto = Text Table we are carried to table TVKOT:

Transp. tahle TWEOT Active
Short Description organizational Lnit; Sales Organizations: Texts

Aftibutes | Delivery and Maintenance  Fields | Entry helpicheck | CurrencyiGuantity Fields |

[EE iR R ZEEa [%] srehheip | [ Buittintpe |
|_ Field key |Initi |Data element Data Ty |Length |Decim_|Short Description
| [anpT JI | v ImanpT CLNT 3 B[Client
| |sPRAS V]| [v] |sPRAS LANG 1 flLanauage Key
| [UKORG V1| v lKkoRG CHAR 4 i3ales Organization
| WTEXT WTHTK CHAR 20 iame
I

This is the text table associated with TVKO. The exact definition may be inspected

by setting the cursor on the key field VKORG and pressing the button situated
above the list of fields. The details of the foreign key relationship may be seen on the
following page:
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Display Foreign kKey TVHKOT-VKORG

Short text
Check takle TVKD ©
Checktahle |ChkTahlFld  |Forkey table |Foreign key field Generic Constant |:|
TWED HANDT TYEOT MANDT
TWRD YEORG TYEOT YEORG
L[] KD

Screen check
v | Check required Error messane Msgro Alreq

Semantic attributes
Foreign key field type ot Specified
mlon-key-fieldsicandidates

Cardinality

v G0 A ¥

However, the search for the descriptive texts ends here only if the field being
processed is the key of a master table. In all other cases the field being considered
only refers to a master table either by means of foreign keys or through the data
element or domain definition, which possibly point to a master table.

Thus the text determination proceeds first from the current table field to its master
table and from there to the corresponding text table. For example:

VBAK-VKORG = TVKO-VKORG - TVKOT-VKORG = TVKOT-VTEXT

The text determination is quite straightforward if only one key field is involved.
Otherwise the foreign key relationships may be complicated by generic or external
assignments which in some cases frustrate the procedure. This means that sometimes
no descriptive text is found, even if a superficial analysis seems to indicate otherwise.
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Hard coded text table assignments

If we bother to analyze the relationship between table DD0O2L., which describes the

tables defined in the Data Dictionary, and its assumed text table DD02T, we will be
surprised to discover that no such text relationship exists. And this is not the only

case. DDO6L and DDO6T for example exhibit the same lack of relationship.

Ignoring this situation would mean that no descriptive texts would be available for
most DDIC entities — not a very elegant solution.

Therefore it has been decided to "hard code" such missing links. The following
relationships are hard coded:

1)  Most Data Dictionary entities like TABNAME etc.
Example: DD0O2L-TABNAME >
DD02T-TABNAME ->DD02T-DDTEXT.

2)  Internal Class Numbers (CLINT).
KLAH-CLINT > SWOR-CLINT - SWOR- KSCHL.

It must be observed that field KLAH-CLASS has not been chosen for this
kind of processing because it is ambiguous, since it depends also on the
value of KLAH-KLART.

3)  Domains PROGRAMM, PROGNAME and PROGRAM_ID.
TRDIR-NAME - TRDIRT-NAME - TRDIRT-TEXT.

More hard coding might be carried out for similar situations in future versions.

Explicitly defined Special Texts

After exhausting all other means there still remain fields for which no descriptive text
can be determined. For example BUKRS, the company code, or EKORG, the
purchasing organization. For some reason these fields do not have a language-
dependent text. However they do have a language-independent one — these texts are
to be found in the master tables themselves, TO01 and TO24E respectively.
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The problem with this kind of text relationship is that it is not clear which fields are
affected, and which related fields contain the desired description. This holds
especially true for fields like KUNNR (customer number), whose master table KNA1
contains dozens of character-type fields. Which one can be used as descriptive text?

The only viable solution is to define these relationships explicitly. To this end a
definition dialog has been provided (Special Texts Definitions) for the administrator:

Entries  Edit Goto  Systemn  Help

@ afd H €@@ BEE Do HE @

SE16XXL - Display Special Texts Definitions
7 EBEER &%

@Tame Marrig ke Field active |Text 1 51 [Textz 52 (Texta 5.3 Text 4 changed on  |at fry \
KENR HENNR [ [nETXT
LFYC HPLZL @] [LTxa1 []
ANLH BHLN1 [ |AMLHTET -
BIUFK 1 UFNR [ [KTEXT
BFAOE FARTHR [V [NaMEd
CaCH CRID ] [eTxT
KRLK BELNR @ [kTEXT
KNA1 KUNNR [Vl [NAMET - [DRTO1
KN FARNR [ [mamE1
KanA KNLMA [ [BoTEXT
LFa1 LIFNR R TTE - [oRTE1
MOLY BERID [v] [BERTX
MPLA WARPL ¥l |wpTXT
P0G WAPNS vl [psTxT
PATOZ PATEH [¢| [BHORT_TEXT
PRO.J PSPNR [ |posT1
PRPS FSPHR [V [PosT1
PRPSS PSPHR ¥ |posT1
0ALS PRUEFLOS [V [kTExTLOS =
0ALT TEILLOS ] [KTEXTTLOS [~]

[4[]] I 1[4][»]
| Position Entry 1 of 50
4 4

A series of default definitions are provided, which can be modified or deactivated, if
considered inappropriate. The administrator may also define new relationships.

As may be seen, up to four text fields can be specified for a given key field. These
text fields are then concatenated to produce the final descriptive text. Thus a given
customer may also be described using the name field NAMEL1 combined with the
location field ORTOL.

After this brief digression concerning the technicalities of text determination we can
proceed with a description of the operation from the user's viewpoint.
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Operation "*Add text columns"'

A couple of examples will illustrate the way this operation is to be carried out.
Suppose we are dealing with a list of entries of table VBRK (Billing Document:
Header Data):

Table VBRK - Billing Document: Header Data
WHELM FEART |FKTYF|¥BTYP|VKORG W TWEG BUKRES | KALSM K LIRS WSBED |KDGRP |ZTERM|LARMD

oosoo0oyes (B2 &4 0 1000 10 1000 FvAADT 0ooooozao0 (o2 0z ZB01 |DE
| |IZIEIEIIZIEII351?T F2 L Il 1000 10 1000 Fwand ooooot 2141 |01 01 FBOO |DE
| |DDQDDDS182 51 L il 1000 10 1000 RAvaAD 0000012226 |01 01 FBOO |DE
| |DDQDDDSESQ F2 L Il R300 |RE R300  |WEFUS3 0000013878 |01 goos (LIS
| |IZIEIEIIZIEII3554IZI 51 L ] R300 |(RG R3O0 |WRPLUSI 0000013879 01 goos  |Us
| |IZIEIEIIZIEII35T48 Il |l i} 1000 12 1000 |ZMO0z2 ooooo14239 |02 04 FBO1 |FR
| |DDQDDDS?49 F2 L il 2200 10 2200 RvAADT 0oooo14240(02 01 FB01 |FR
| |IZIEIEIIZIEII35TET FP kS Il R300  (R1 F300  |POSUS]  |0000014317 |01 FBO1 (US
| |EIEIEIEIEIDSTB4 F2 L Il 1020 22 1000 Fwsani ooooot14440|02 06 FBO1 |DE
| 0090007462 |FL L L 1000 12 1000 0000016915 (02 DE

We would like to add descriptive texts for the following columns: FKART, VBTYP,
VKORG and BUKRS. We therefore mark the columns in question and choose from
the menu: Extras = Add text columns.

The program reacts with the following dialog box:

sel. |Table name List field Shart text Type |Text v-field |:|
BRK FRART Billing Type 4 FKART_TXT

BRIk BTP Cocument cat. WETYFP_TXT D
BRK KORG Sales Org. S WKORG_TXT [+]
BRK BUKRS Company Code BUKRS_TXT [~

Mumber of fields: 4 - selected: 4

v BEE HR B x

[ | perorm operation virtually

For each column to be enhanced a unique name for the associated text column must

be specified. The program automatically creates a proposal as may be seen above.

The icons at the left of the text field names indicate the kind of text relationship.

If the cursor is kept hovering for a while on such an icon the name of the involved

table or domain will show up.
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All that needs to be done now is to press (continue). The enhanced result list will
then appear:

Table VBRK - Biling Document: Header Data

WBELMN FKART |V~FRART_THT FKTYP|VBTYP|V~VBTYP_THT VKORG |V-VKORG_THT YTWEG|BUKRS [V~BUKRS_THT KALSM KNI WSBE
0030000763 B2 Rehate Correction K (o] Creditmema 1000  |[Germany Frankfurt 10 1000 |IDES AG - Frankfurt RWAADT 0poopo2800|02
0os000a177y  |F2 Invoice L 0] Invoice 1000 |[Germany Frankfurt 10 1000 |IDES AG - Frankfurt RVAADT 0oooo12141|01
nosooos1az |51 Invoice Cancellation L ] Invaoice cancellation 1000  |[Germany Frankfurt 10 1000 |IDES AG - Frankfurt RVAAD1 0000012226 |01
0080005638 |(F2 Invoice L h Invoice R300  |Retail USA RE R300  |IDES Retail INC US - Los Angeles |ViKPLIS3 (0000013878 |01
0090005640 |31 Invoice Cancellation L ] Invoice cancellation R300  |Retail USA RE R300 (IDES Retail INC US - Los Angeles VKPUS3  |0000013879|01
0030005748 |ZIVU |18 Stock Transfer | 8 Intercampany invaice 1000  |[Germany Frankfurt 12 1000 |IDES AG - Frankfurt Zivanz 000001423302
00g0005749 | F2 Invoice L I Invoice 2300 |France, Paris 10 23200 |[IDES France - Paris RWAADT 00oon14340(|02
0090005767 |(FP Billing POS-Interfee X 0] Invoice R300  |Retail USA R1 R300  [IDES Retail INC US - Los Angeles POSUS)  |0000014317 |01
0080005784 |F2 Invaice L I Invoice 1020 |Germany Berlin 22 1000 |IDES AG - Frankfurt RVARDT 000o0014440|02
0090007462 | FL Proforma for LB L U Pro farma invoice 1000 [Germany Frankfurt 12 1000 |IDES AG - Frankfurt oooon16815|02
0090009074 |F2 Invoice L 0] Invoice 3000 (USA Philadelphia 10 3000 [IDES US INC - Mew York RVAJUS 0000019099 |02
0080008955  |F2 Invoice o] I Invoice 3000 |USA Philadelphia 14 3000  [IDES US INC - Mew York ZPBUS1T  |0000020263 |02
00g0010781 | F2 Invoice [n] M Invoice 1000 [Germany Frankfurt 14 1000 |IDES AG - Frankfurt PSERD1 00oo0nz1420|02
0090011497 (FP Billing POS-Interfee 10 I Invoice R300  |Retail USA R1 R300 |(IDES Retail INC US - Los Angeles POSUS)  |0000022570|01
0030013021 |FP Billing POS-Interfre W h Invoice R100  |Retail Germany R1 Ri00  |IDES Retail GmhH - Giessen POS000 (0000024626 |01
nnannisnaa F Imwmira I L Imwmira anan 11228 Narear 1n annn INES IR IR o Mo Warl Ruaane nnnnnaFrRaa ing

Notice that each of the enhanced columns is directly followed by a new column with
the corresponding descriptive text.
Switch in the User Settings to "field label™ and you will notice that the headings of
the two columns are identical:

Table VBRK=BillingBocument: Header Dafa —~ .

=1 Bill.Doe. Bill. Type|Bill. Type ) Bildates | Doc cat | Doc.cat. ) \ |5ales org|Sales arg. ) Dist
Q0S0000763 TEe— |Rebatethrrection k- T [Credifiemo ‘*&kgﬂmam—mnkfun 10
aoeoooatry F2 Invoice L Tl Irinice 1000 Garmary Frankfurt 10
n0s0o0at1a 51 Invoice Cancellation L I+ Imnice cancellation 1000 Garmary Frankfurt 10
0090005639 [F2 Invoice L M Invoice R300 Retail USA RE

This is done to avoid having to define each heading separately.

For a similar reason the additional text fields do not appear as independent columns
when the layout is changed () — instead they are represented by a checkbox:

WHRL - choose fields far list

Available fields k Qutput fields

Field

dERIDOEEEED

4
0
=
o
a
e

MANDT
YBELN
FE&RT
FETYP
YBTYP
WAERE
YKORG
WTWFR

key Text Description

Billing Document: Header Data

X Client
* Hilling Diocument
BiNjno Type
Billihg cateqony

ocument caten.
Dagument currency
ales Organization
Distritutinn Channel

<1l

SE16XXL — Adding Descriptive Texts

Page 8 of 19




SE16XXL — Adding Descriptive Texts m flow

Only among the output fields do they attain independence:

WHRE - choose fields for list

Available fields Qutput fields

<== Buffer is empty

Field Key & Description

2 o Outpu
WRELS X Billing Document
FKART Billing Trpre
WeFKART_TXT EIiIIin

B Billing categes

YETYP S0 document cateq.
WeWBTYP_TXT SD document categ. {T)
WKORG Sales Qrganization
WeWKORG_TAT Sales Qrganization (T)
YTWER Distribution Channel

However, to change their position in the list is not advisable.

Notice also that the description of the text columns ends with a (T). This makes it
easier to distinguish such columns from the original ones in case only the description
Is visible, a situation that occurs on some standard dialog boxes, like for example
when sorting with ALV grid:

Change layout
Son drder |
B[ ~[~[2]¥]
Sort criteria Column set
Column Marme |E,|‘§| Coalurmn Marme
Billing Docurnent [=]
Billing Type [+]
Billing Type (T ]
Billing c
D docurment categ.
SO document cateq. (T)
Sales Organization (T}
Distribution Channel @
Company Code E|
o ¥
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As the attentive reader may have noticed, the descriptive texts are implemented as
V(aried) fields. V-fields are normally kept at the rightmost side of the result list.
However, separating the descriptive text from its parent column would render the text
completely useless. For this reason the two should always be kept side by side.

A similar behavior may be noticed in the detailed view of a result list entry:

Entry of table VBRK - Billing Document: Header Data

[H | | | Merge/Demerge texs

Entry of table YEBRE - Billing Document: Header Data

Client

Bil1ling Document
Bil1ling Type

Billing Type (T)
Bil1ling category

50 document category

'Tnvoice’
N

WeWBTYP_TXT  'Invoice’ 50 document category (T)

WALERK "usnp ! 50 document currency

YKORG "RA30E" Sales Organization

W~WKORG_TXT 'Retail USA' Sales Organization (T

VTWEG "RE Distribution Channel

KALSH "WKPUS3' Sales and Distribution: Pricing Procedure in Pricing
KRLIMY 'AOEEE13aTe Wumber of the document condition

WSBED ot Shipping conditions

FKDAT '06.03.1998" Bil1ling date for billing index and printout
BELNR ' ' Accounting Document Mumber

GJAHR ‘Aoae Fiscal Year

FOPER ‘gogt Fosting Period

KOMDA gt Frice group (customer)

KNizRP ! ! Foetnmar Aennn

Should the necessity arise of examining the row in detail without intermingled

descriptive texts, a remedy is easily found: pressing the | MergeDemetae teds | b ttqn
banishes all descriptive texts to the bottom of the detail list:

DU SIS TS A TSy U SISl =TS TSETTS PSS E] I USRS TSIT S USSR
BEKLR ! g, egpoe Exchange rate for letter-of-credit procg in foreign trade
KIDNO ‘009005634 ' Payment Reference

BYWTYP ' ' Fartner hank twype

NUMPG ‘ooe! Number of pages of invoice

BUPLA ! ! Business Place

YEONT ! ! Contract Account Number

FEK_DOCSTAT ' ° ddditional Status Transfer Lo Fin. Accounting (Res. RFESK)
NMEP Field of Length 12

W~FKART_TXT 'Invoice' Billing T (T
WeWBTYP_TET  'Inwoice’ 50 document \category (T
W~WKORG_TXT 'Retail USA' Sales Organigation (T)
¥~BUKRS_TXT 'IDES Retail IMC U5 - Los Angeles' Compgny Code (T

SE16XXL — Adding Descriptive Texts Page 10 of 19




SE16XXL — Adding Descriptive Texts m flow

NOTES:

- Since at most 256 V-fields may be defined for a given result list, this is also
the maximum number of descriptive texts possible.

- For a given list column only one descriptive text can be added.

- If for the marked columns no descriptive text can be determined, or if they
already have been added, the following message is issued:

Infarmatiarn

o Mo (more) text-relevant fields available |

- Table and field permissions play no role in the text determination process.

- All descriptive text columns, regardless of their origin, are of type STRING.
As a result the width of such columns is automatically optimized.

- The "Add text columns" operation also affects any list entries hidden by
previous filter operations. When the filter is removed, i.e. the hidden entries
are made visible again, their descriptive texts will also become visible.

- Descriptive texts may also be added for other kinds of V-fields, for example
formula fields which have been fixed.
But in this case only the V-field itself is taken into account for determining the
text — texts depending on more than one field will thus not be found.
Example: the text for EKKO-BSART also depends on EKKO-BSTYP.

- For formula fields no descriptive texts may be added. This is due to the fact
that a formula may be performed more than once, whereas the adding of
descriptive texts is a one-time operation. If descriptive texts are desired, the
user must first convert the formula fields to V-fields (Fix Formula Fields).
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Alternative way of performing the "'Add text columns™ operation.

It is not always easy to figure out which list columns could have a descriptive text
and which not. Therefore, instead of marking the columns in question the inquisitive
user may also perform the operation without marking any column. In this case the
program reacts by analyzing all output columns of the list and presenting the result
on a dialog box:

FPlease choose the calumns to be enhanced

sel [Takble name Listfield Shart text Type |Text v-field ||
L[| WBRK FKART Billing Type H [«
[ ] WBREK FLTYF BillingCategaory @
[] MBRK BTYP Document cat. _|
[ ] WBRK BERK Dioc. cUrrency ]
[ ] MBRK KORG Sales Org. B!
[] MBRK VTYWEG Distr. Channel ]
[ ] WBEREK BLIKRS Company Code
M1 hameas Ealalalal S =t
| | MBRK KTGRD AccthssyGr I3 |_|
[ ] WEREK LAMDT DestinationCtry @ E|
(] MBRK REGIO Region & [+]
Mumber of fields: 48 - selected: 0 [ | perfarm operation virtually

v BB HEa0og B

The user may now inspect the list and choose the appropriate columns. As soon as a
field is selected a proposal for the V-field name is presented:

Please chaoose the columns to be enhanced

)

sel. ‘Wakle name List field Short text TypeText V-field N |
Rk FEART Billing Type @ FRART_TXT ﬁ
D BRI FETYP BillingCategory \ Iy E|
BRI BTYP Document cat. WETYP_THT H
[ ] WBRE AERK Doc. currency 5
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Option "'perform operation virtually"

The attentive reader has probably noticed that on the dialog box connected with the
"Add text columns™ operation a special option is available, to the effect that the
operation should be performed in a virtual manner:

Flease choose the columns to be enhanced

sel. [Table name List field Shart text Type |Tex V-field |
MARA MATNR Material CH [MATNR_TXT
MARA MTART Material Type S MTBRT_TXT
MARA MBREH Industry Sectar EY [MBRSH_TXT
MARA MATHKL Material Group S MATKL_TXT
MARA MEINS Base Unit EY [MEINS_TXT [«]
MARA GEWEI eight Unit EY |GEWEI_TXT B

Mumber of fields: 6 - selected: &

[ ] perform operation virtually

This option is not relevant for domain fixed values. In all other cases the involved
(text) tables are read independently of the original column values for which the
descriptive texts are to be found. The join operation then takes place virtually in main
memory.

v EE BE B

For tables with a relatively small number of distinct values the performance is
probably similar to the normal (i.e. without setting the option) case.

However, with tables involving hundreds of thousands of distinct entries, like for
example material numbers, this option could result in a considerable increase in
performance.

The inquisitive user should try out both cases and choose the better one.
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Primary Text Language

The "Add text columns™ operation uses the current logon language for the text
determination (except for "special texts" which are language-independent).
This choice may be overridden by means of a global parameter:

Menu Extras - Define global parameters — the following dialog box appears:

Definition of Global Parameters

Parameter Kind Table name Field name Initial valueis)

[ | [ | [ | e
[ s [

A == IE

After specifying a parameter name and the kind (Language for V-texts) as follows:

rParameter Kind Table narne
PRIM_LANG El
Fararmeter
Select-Option

Language for W-texts

the rest is set up automatically by the program:

Definition of Glahal Farameters

Parameter Kind Tahle name Field name Initial value(s)
FRIM_LANG Language for W-texts g SYST L ANGL & EN

&
&
&

sl = RS

The initial value may then be changed by pressing the button at the right.

From now on the "Add text column™ operations will make use of the specified
primary language.

NOTE: if descriptive texts are inserted before the global parameter is defined, its
value will be set to the current logon language and will be inalterable. The reason is
that all descriptive texts of a session should belong to the same primary language.
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As for all global parameters, this one also can be put at the disposal of the user by
placing it on the special selection screen of the script in which it is defined.
The way of doing this will be briefly recapitulated.

- In the script catalog set the cursor on the desired script and press = on the
application toolbar.

_ Then press Bl chooseblocks | o the ensying definition screen.

- Select the "Global parameters" block:

Block Selection

v Sedeettoirof—tekde—lBEE |First selection
<T~7 Global parameters hal parameters

~—<Selection of table ¥ERETSelect for all entries

- On the "Global parameters™ tab possibly change the corresponding label:

Selection oftable VBRK ~ Global parameters |

Block: Global parameters
Criteria | Restrictions |
Criterion Pos. [Type  [Lenoth [Tabie Fieldname hAlues [Label
TEXT_LANGUAGE 1 LANG 1 SYST LARNGU \ ¥ |Languane for texts
A

] . . ey
Press on the menu bar to save the special selection screen definition.

When the script is performed, the primary language will be available on the selection
screen:

Selection oftahle YBRE

Sales Org. to VORG
Billing Type to FKART
Billing date to FKDAT
Billing Doc. to YBELM

\

,/
Global parameters
Language for texts EN TEXT_LANGUAGE
—
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Secondary Text Language

Descriptive texts are not always available in all languages. And some texts might not
be present for all values of the desired columns. When this happens the involved
descriptive texts remain empty.

In order to mitigate these unpleasant effects, it is possible to specify a secondary
language, to be used in case the primary one is unable to deliver a result.
The specification is carried out in the User Settings on the second tab:

UserSpecific Settings

Data Browser

" SE16MHL

Selection of output fields

use unified popup also for ALY

Titles

[v] Selection screen:
[v| Result list:

@ use script name
@ use script name

(Cuse script short text
(luse script shart text

Addi

al text columns

Qacnndaw language

= S

v | X

Descriptive texts found by means of the secondary language are set between square
brackets [...] to indicate this circumstance:

Table MVVKE - Sales Data for Material

Material Material Sales org. |Distr. Chl|DChain vl |Matl stats|Rebate grp| Status
FSB-0042 Cash Poaling 3020 30
FSB-0043 Fareign Currency Account 3020 30
FSB-0044 Fixed-term deposit 3020 30
FSB-0044 0 T 3020 30
FSC-CELSIUS W34g/ [CELSIUS W340-012DE] \ 000 10
FSC-ES?DD-DEDV [ESPRIMO ESYO0-02DE] \ 000 10
FSC—PBQEELEE[QE [SCEMIC P32661-6EDE] ) 3000 10
FSC-Pa600-01 DI?\ [ESPRIMO PAEO0-01DE] 000 10
FSC-102-11LKD [SCEMIC Edition ¥102-110L+D0) / 3000 10
FSL-m001 3020 30
FSL-MO0Z2 PC 3020 30
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List Headings

As the informed user knows, it is possible to change the headings of a result list
either directly (Menu Extras - Define headings etc.) or for a script in the Script

Catalog by pressing /4 on the application toolbar. The corresponding tool has been
enhanced in a way similar to the dialog box for selecting the list fields:

Edit

Headings E Goto  Seftings S m Help

2l H CEQ CHE DDhoan BE @ mE
Define List Headings for Script VBRK_TEXT_EXAMPLE
BEEE| =sd % std| % o Import headings | | )

Seript: WBRK_TEXT_EXAMPLE Language: | EM English ] m
ListHeadings | ListTitle Lines |
display only output fields & ordered as in ALY - out. ontop ] |
[ no highlighting of key fields /\ -
Table VBRK - Billing Document: Hegder D\ta
| |Fieldname Type Out.IText Qelec ALY P |Std.Short Std Long Text Diff.Short Text Diff. Long Text | ]
| BELM CHAR 1 EEill.Doc. Billing Document
| FIART CHAR | [v] v 2 BB Type Billing Type BType Type of hilling document
| FETYP CHAR | [v] v| 3 EpilCaten. Billing categary
| BTYF CHAR | [v] v 4 E|Doc.cat SO document categ. DCat Document category
| KORG CHAR 5 B Sales org. Sales Organization S0rg
| WTWEG CHAR G El(Distr. Chi Distribution Channel
| BLUKRS CHAR I 7 ECoCode Company Code CCode E|
| |kaLsm CHAR / 8 & |Pric.proc. Pricing procedure [+]
[l [ I[dlr]
WIEELM |FKART (W~FRART_TAT |F P [VBTYP |V-VBTYP_THT [VKORG [V-VIKORG_THT |WTWEG  |BUKRS |V~BUKRS_THT [KALSM  |KNUMY  |WSBED KDGRP ZTER
wI.Doc. BType |BType Elilltyteg. DCat (DCat S0rg  |S0rg Distr. Chl|CCode |CCode Pric.proc. (Doc.cond. |Shp.Cond. [ Cust.group |Pmnt t
N __~
[ ——= [ B
| 4

As may be seen in the above picture, a new column "Text" has been inserted, which
carries a checkbox for each field that is provided with a descriptive text. Any
differing headings (both short and long) are identical for the original field and its
associated descriptive text. The long text of the additional texts is enhanced with a
(T) at the end to distinguish it where necessary:

FETYP

YW~FKART_TXT

Fiald = E Description
=2 OF Output
WBELN Bt CroCOrmen
FEART Type of billing document

Type of billing document (T
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Background Processing

In order to make things easier for the end user the primary and secondary language
may be specified explicitly when starting a script in background. The involved dialog
boxes have been enhanced accordingly.

On the dialog box associated with the main SE16XXL selection screen these two
languages are always available, since even if the script does not contain any "Add
text columns™ operations it could still be enhanced in this fashion at a later time.

(It must be kept in mind that the script is "referenced”, i.e. the newest version is the
one used):

Bs.03. 2815 -ESZEIEI:EIEI

v|B| %

If the primary language is specified explicitly, it overrides the global parameter
value which may be defined in the script or on the script selection screen.

Obviously these parameters have no effect if the script does not contain any
descriptive text operation.
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The background processing initiated from a script selection screen is slightly
different. In this case the script is "embedded" (i.e. copied) into the background
request and thus remains unchanged through all background runs (if it is periodical).

If the script does not contain any "Add text columns™ operations, there is no need to
specify the associated language parameters on the dialog box.

But if this kind of operation is present, the primary and secondary languages will be
available on the dialog box:

BE. B3, 2815 -EEZEIEI:EIEI

v[B|x

The language specifications are saved with the background request and can be seen in
the "Overview of Background Jobs / Requests":

-——-—---_#--
leased|Daily |TOPFLOW & VBRK_EXAMPLE_2_TXT TOPFLOW  [VBRK K FR |DE

lTeased|Daily | TOPFLOW YERK_EXAMPLE_2_TXT TOPFLOW YERK EN [ES
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